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Honorary Cornerstone to be Placed at Flint Hills Discovery Center

MANHATTAN, Kan., October 6, 2011 — The Flint Hills Discovery Center will host a Cornerstone Dedication Ceremony 

and tour at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 7 on site, located at 315 S. Third Street, Manhattan, Kan. 

Celebrating its near completion, the Grand Lodge of Kansas Masons will parade to the site for placement of the 

cornerstone on the building. The ceremony will include comments from Manhattan Mayor James E. Sherow and 

Wildlife, Parks and Tourism State Secretary Robin Jennison. The Northview Elementary singers will also perform “Home 

on the Range,” and a procession will follow the event. 

The new Kansas landmark museum will showcase and inspire people to explore and care for the Flint Hills, a historic 

band of hills in eastern Kansas created approximately 250 million years ago. The $18.5 million construction project 

began July 2010 and will open to the public April 2012. 

Located in Manhattan’s new South End Downtown Redevelopment, the 34,900 square-foot center includes a lobby, 

museum store, core exhibit areas, flexible temporary exhibit areas, an immersive theater, community rooms, exhibit 

support areas and an outdoor park. 

The building is designed to reflect the over-arching idea that the people and the land shape each other. The undulating 

roof forms reflect the prairie landscape and create an exciting space for special events and environmental education 

opportunities. Seeking LEED Gold certification, the center includes a number of environmentally-friendly components.   

“This dynamic facility is another successful stride towards the redevelopment of downtown Manhattan,” said Ramin 

Cherafat, Vice President for McCownGordon Construction. “We are proud to continue the successful partnership we 

have established with the City and the Flint Hills Discovery Center, helping to offer the community and regional visitors 

an iconic museum celebrating history.”

###

McCownGordon Construction is recognized as one of the largest general contractors in Kansas City and one of the fastest growing companies in the 
region. Focused on core values of integrity, relationships and performance, McCownGordon is committed to building collaborative partnerships and 
specializing in design-build and sustainability. With strong experience and expertise in a variety of market sectors, the company was voted Kansas 
City’s General Contractor of the Year in 2009 by the American Subcontractors Association. For the past seven consecutive years, the Kansas City 
Business Journal has named McCownGordon among the Best Places to Work in Kansas City. More information about McCownGordon Construction 
is available at www.mccowngordon.com.


